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STORYTELLING FESTIVAL

Wednesday 25 October - Sunday 5 November 2006

Box Office 0131 556 9579
www.scottishstorytellingcentre.co.uk
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WELCOME
"Take the world fine and easy and
the world will take you fine and
easy".

The Storytelling Festival is for you to
explore and enjoy, whatever your
age. Enjoy the stories and their
tellers, the new Storytelling Centre,
locations across our lovely city - and
of course the good company. 

Our themes include Scotland and
Ireland -  Across the Water,
Edinburgh - Inspiring Capital and
Life Stories.

This year's Tell-A-Story Day tag on
Friday 27th October is "Guys and Guisers" - the perfect approach to
Hallowe'en.  Thanks to all the funders and supporters and in
particular this year to Cultur Eireann for supporting our Irish guests.

Take it fine and easy - and enjoy

Caroline Budge, Jill Bush, Esther Kent, Donald Smith

Festival Planning Group

page 2

S
C
O
T
T
I
S
H

S

T
O
R Y T E L L

I

N
G

C
E
N
T
R
E

Cover image Blind Ossian IV, Calum Colvin 2001



25 October 10.00-11.00am & 11.30am-12.30pm
Storytelling for Schools at Trinity House

Trinity House
Bring your class to Trinity House and hear tales of the sea and old Leith with
storyteller Noel Cochrane. Includes a video showing on the history of Leith. Please
note, this is a schools only event and must be pre-booked through the Historic
Scotland Education Unit Booking Line - 0131 668 8736

FREE P4-7 ����

25 October 10.00am-11.00am, 11.30am-12.30pm
Storytelling for Schools at Edinburgh Castle

Edinburgh Castle
Bring your class to Edinburgh Castle and hear magical tales of Kings, Queens,
princesses and knights with storyteller Marion Kenny. Please note, this is a schools
only event and must be pre-booked through the Historic Scotland Education Unit
Booking Line - 0131 668 8736

FREE Nursery-P3 ���� � contact in advance

25 October 3.00pm
If These Stones Could Speak: Literary Quarter Storywalk

� Scottish Storytelling Centre
Experience the highs and lows of literary Edinburgh with Donald Smith. Meet
outside the Writer's Museum, Lady Stairs Close.
FREE

25 October 7.30pm
Celtic Tradition: Lovers & Exiles

� Scottish Storytelling Centre
Tales of Diarmaid, founder of Clan Campbell, and the saga of Tristan and Isolde
with Claire McNicol, David Campbell, Peter Snow and Ruth Kirkpatrick,
accompanied by Clarelynn Rose on baroque lute.
£8/£6 �

26 October 10.00am-11.00am & 11.30am-12.30pm
Storytelling for Schools at Trinity House

Trinity House
Bring your class to Trinity House and hear tales of the sea and old Leith with
storyteller Noel Cochrane. Includes a video showing on the history of Leith. Please
note, this is a schools only event and must be pre-booked through the Historic
Scotland Education Unit Booking Line - 0131 668 8736

FREE P4-7 ����

26 October 10.00am-11.00am, 11.30am-12.30pm
Storytelling for Schools at Edinburgh Castle

Edinburgh Castle
Bring your class to Edinburgh Castle and hear magical tales of Kings, Queens,
princesses and knights with storyteller Marion Kenny. Please note, this is a schools
only event and must be pre-booked through the Historic Scotland Education Unit
Booking Line - 0131 668 8736
FREE Nursery-P3 ���� � contact in advance

26 October 3.00pm
If These Stones Could Speak : Literary Quarter Storywalk

� Scottish Storytelling Centre
Experience the highs and lows of literary Edinburgh with Donald Smith. Meet
outside the Writer's Museum, Lady Stairs Close.
FREE
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EVENTS 2006
Wednesday 25 October - Sunday 5 November

���� Family Friendly � Booklink � Disabled Access



26 October 4.00pm
All You Can Bring Is Your Story

� Scottish Storytelling Centre
25 stories from 11 countries, collected in the Edinburgh Refugee Centre from
Centre users by Ewan McVicar and Margaret Montgomery, published by Edinburgh
University Settlement. Book launch and short performance.
FREE � �

26 October 7.30pm
Celtic Tradition: Giants, Heroes and Magic

� Scottish Storytelling Centre
Finn McCool, Cuchulan, Ossian and the women who really ran their lives. Stories
by Bob Pegg, John Hamilton and Martin MacIntyre will be complemented by the
beautiful traditional singing of Annmarie MacRury.
£8/£6

27 October 10.30am
Folk & Fairy Tales from Around the World

Coldstream Library
Come and join an invited audience of local school children to hear Earlston
storyteller Kate Hibbert’s interactive telling of tales from the Borders and from
around the world.

FREE 5+ ���� �

27 October 11.45am, 12.45, 2.45 & 3.45pm
Tales from the Castle

Stirling Castle
Join Paraig MacNeil to explore the history of Stirling Castle from its origins through
to the splendour of the royal Stewart Court.
CASTLE ADMISSION CHARGE 8+ ���� � ground floor only

27 October 1.00pm-4.00pm
Tell a Story Day

Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh
Come and find the storytellers in the garden, they are waiting to meet you! And if
you have a story you would like to tell this is your chance! Maps at the gates.
Please bring something to sit on.

FREE All ages ���� �

27 October 1.30pm
Trickster Tales and Big Magic from
the Borders

Eyemouth Primary School
Come and join the children of Eyemouth
Primary for an event with Jedburgh storyteller
James Spence. His Borders tales
are often told in the ‘guid Scots
tongue’.
FREE 8+ ���� �
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Tell A Story Day 27th October

Take up the challenge and arrange your own storytelling event! For the 6th

year running, Tell A Story Day is the perfect opportunity to hold your own

event or tell your own stories - whether they're wee tales or enormous

epics.  This year we're taking Guys and Guisers as our theme and we can

send you lots of inspiring ideas for ways to take part.  All over Scotland on

the 27th, stories will be told in schools, libraries, homes and gardens - as

well as some more unusual venues . . .  And you don't have to plan a public

event - get together with friends to register your session

(www.scottishstorytellingcentre.co.uk) and share some stories!



27 October 2.00pm
Tell a Story Day in the Global Bothy

� Scottish Storytelling Centre
Hear master storyteller Judy Paterson and try
your hand at weaving your own tales.

£3  6+ ���� �

27 October 2.15pm-3.15pm
Tales of Leith

Leith Library
Flying adventures over the Links. Pirates in the
Port. Whatever next? Join storyteller Marie Louise Cochrane to find out.
FREE Families ����

27 October 4.00pm-5.00pm
Tales of Edinburgh

MacDonald Road Library
Join storyteller Marie Louise Cochrane as she brings the city to life with characters
old and new.
FREE Families ���� � no toilet

27 October 4.00pm
Celtic Tradition: Joys and Sorrows

� Scottish Storytelling Centre
From Bride and Angus to Deirdre of the Sorrows - the great tales with Audrey
Parks and Heather Yule.
£5/3 �

27 October 5.00pm, 6.00pm
Strange Tales

The Real Mary King's Close
Visit this infamous underground site and hear a number of strange tales told by a
character from the past whose life marked the close. Why is this historic site
thought to be one of the most haunted places in Scotland?
Perhaps you'll find out... ?  With Jack Martin.
£8 adults, £7 concessions, £6 children (15 yrs and under) ����

27 October 7.30pm
Celtic Tradition: Lovers & Exiles

� Scottish Storytelling Centre
Tales of Diarmaid, founder of Clan Campbell, and the saga of Tristan and Isolde
with Claire McNicol, David Campbell, Peter Snow and Ruth Kirkpatrick,
accompanied by Clarelynn Rose on baroque lute.
£8/£6 �

27 October 7.30pm
Festival Club at the Waverley

Waverley Bar, St Mary’s Street, Edinburgh
Your chance to join in with a story, a song or some music. Hosted by Duncan
Williamson.
£3 (by donation)

28 October 11.00am
The Very Best Hallowe'en Show in the World

� Scottish Storytelling Centre
If you're a fan of Hallowe'en, the party starts here! Join Allison Galbraith and Lesley
O'Brien for scary stories, hilarious jokes and bags of guising fun.

£5/£3  7+ ���� �

28 October 11.00am
Next Goal’s the Winner : A Hat Trick of Storytelling, Poetry and Songs

North Edinburgh Arts Centre
Team up with premier league storytellers Ronnie and Ferg as they lead you out for
a cup final full of characters such as the Wee Tiny Man who loves football, Jimmy
and his magic gloves and Jenny with the noisiest boots in football. Interactive fun to
enthuse football and non-football fans alike.

£5/£3.50  5+ ���� �
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28 October 11.30am, 12.30pm, 1.30pm 
Tales & Tunes from the Islamic World

Main Hall, Royal Museum
Hear captivating stories and songs based on Islamic culture and folklore told by
storyteller-in-residence, Marion Kenny. Drop-in sessions, no need to book.

FREE All ages ���� �

28 October 11.45am, 12.45pm, 2.45pm & 3.45pm
Tales from the Castle

Stirling Castle
Join Paraig MacNeil to explore the history of Stirling Castle from its origins through
to the splendour of the royal Stewart Court.

CASTLE ADMISSION CHARGE 8+ ���� � ground floor only

28 October 12.30pm-1.30pm
Deacon Brodie's Old Town Tour

Edinburgh World Heritage
Explore the closes and wynds of the Old Town in the company of Deacon Brodie,
and hear the story of his double life. Peep into the murkier side of Old Edinburgh
find out the grisly end of the city’s most notorious criminal. With Robert Howat.
Meet at the Scottish Storytelling Centre. Children must be accompanied by parents
at all times.
FREE (but ticketed) 6+ (children must be accompanied by a parent at all times) ����

28 October 2.00pm, 2.35pm, 3.10pm, 3.45pm (25 mins each)
A Treasure House of Story

National Library of Scotland @ Sandeman House
As storytelling revives throughout the world, here in Scotland the oral traditions of
song and story live on. Stretching back through millennia, story preserves a
dynamic continuity with the far past and the cultural traditions of our ancestors. In
the 1880s John Francis Campbell collected one of the world’s great treasure
houses of oral tradition from the Western Highlands and the Hebrides. Today
storytellers Stuart McHardy and Heather Yule draw on that timeless treasure from
the heart of Scotland’s culture.

FREE Family event ����

28 October 2.30pm
Lord Cockburn's New Town Tour

Edinburgh World Heritage

Explore the New Town in the company of the
famous Lord Cockburn, and hear stories from his
life and times. Lord Cockburn’s career as a judge,
and man of letters made him a major personality,
and a constant thorn in the side of the town
council. With Colin Mackay. Children must be
accompanied by parents at all times. Meet at
Edinburgh World Heritage, 5 Charlotte Square.

FREE (but ticketed) 8+ (children must be accompanied by a parent at all times) ����

28 October 3.00pm
Next Goal’s the Winner : A Hat Trick of Storytelling, Poetry and Songs

� Scottish Storytelling Centre
Team up with premier league storytellers Ronnie and Ferg as they lead you out for
a cup final full of characters such as the Wee Tiny Man who loves football, Jimmy
and his magic gloves and Jenny with the noisiest boots in football. Interactive fun to
enthuse football and non-football fans alike.

£5/£3 5+ ���� �

28 October 4.00pm
Hallowe'en Tales

Cousland Smiddy
A lantern making workshop in Cousland Village Hall followed by storytelling with
George MacPherson. Booking essential.

£5 6-12 yrs ���� �
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28 October 5.30pm
Ossian: Fake, Fact or Fiction?

� Scottish Storytelling Centre
Was Ossian a hoax or a triumph? What do
celtic myths mean to us today? Artist Calum
Colvin; Donald Meek, professor of gaelic
studies and author of ‘Scottish Art’ Murdo
MacDonald in conversation with Donald Smith.
Followed by a chance to see Colvin's Ossian
series in the Storytelling Court.
£5/£3 �

28 October 7.30pm
The White Cockade

� Scottish Storytelling Centre
Tales and songs of the Jacobites with Nancy Nicolson, Paraig McNeil and Stuart
McHardy. Romance with a dash of realism.
£8/£6 � �

28 October 7.30pm
Festival Club at the Waverley

Waverley Bar, St Mary’s Street, Edinburgh
Your chance to join in with a story, a song or some music. Hosted by Duncan
Williamson.
£3 (by donation)

28 October 7.00pm, 8.30pm
Tales by the Forge

Cousland Smiddy
George MacPherson from Skye weaves traditional tales of blacksmiths, witches
and Halloween in the unique setting of the 18th century blacksmith's forge at
Cousland. Booking essential. Although the fire will be lit, warm clothing may still be
advised!
£5  16+ ���� �

29 October 11.45am, 12.45pm, 2.45pm & 3.45pm
Tales from the Castle

Stirling Castle
Join Paraig MacNeil to explore the history of Stirling Castle from its origins through
to the splendour of the royal Stewart Court.
Castle Admission Charge  8+ ���� � ground floor only

29 October 12.00pm
Royal Mile Story Tour (part 1)

Edinburgh World Heritage
Join the Old Town's own master storyteller John Fee for a stroll down the Mile from
the Castle to the Netherbow. Hear tales of the characters that once roamed these
streets, and uncover the mysteries of the Old Town. Meet at the gates of
Edinburgh Castle Esplanade, by the statue of Earl Haig on horseback.
FREE (but ticketed) 8+ (children must be accompanied by an adult at all times)

29 October 12.45pm, 1.45pm, 2.45pm
Spooky Tales and Tunes

Hawthornden Court, Museum of Scotland
Celebrate Halloween with some magic spells and spooky tales told by Stuart
McHardy. Drop-in sessions, no need to book.
FREE All ages ���� �

29 October 1.00pm & 2.00pm
Scary Tails

Edinburgh Zoo
Hear Mary Anne Robinson and Claire Hewitt telling stories about some of the Zoo’s
scarier species.
Normal Zoo Admission Applies  5+ ���� �
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29 October 2.00pm-4.00pm
Doodles and Tales

Dean Gallery
Based on the exhibition ‘Consider the Lilies: Works from Dundee's Twentieth-
Century Art Collection’, artist Juliana Capes and storyteller Judy Paterson bring the
paintings to life with stories and art activities.
FREE Families with children aged 5-9 years ���� �

29 October 2.00pm
Celtic Journeys: Stories of the Saints

� Scottish Storytelling Centre
Uplifting and humorous stories of these first voyagers from Scotland and beyond
with Angela Knowles and Linda Bandelier.
£5/£3 �

29 October 3.00pm
At the Rainbow’s End

Rainbow Turtle
A World of Colourful Tales at the Rainbow Turtle. Ewan McVicar tells how Rainbow
gave the birds their colours, why Turtle got his shell, how Turtle saved the animals,
how the mice helped the humans, and more. In support of Bird Exchange with
Uganda project.
£3 (£6 family) All ages ���� �

29 October 4.00pm
The Testament of Gideon Mack with James Robertson

� Scottish Storytelling Centre
James Robertson reads from his new novel and talks about saints and sinners in
Scottish fiction, with Donald Smith.
£5/£3 � �
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WHISPER OF THE WIND
Calum Colvin's Ossian at the Storytelling Centre

"I like Ossian for the same reason that I

like to hear the whisper of the wind and

the waves of the sea."  

Napoleon Bonaparte

Calum Colvin is an acclaimed Scottish

artist-photographer, whose multi-layered

constructions are rich in stories.  A

selection of pictures from Ossian, first

shown at the Scottish National Portrait

Gallery, along with Bonaparte Crossing the

St Bernards Pass, first shown at Université

Paris in conjunction with UNESCO, and new work for Ossian Hall,

Dunkeld is exhibited in the Storytelling Court throughout the Festival. 

Through his work Calum explores James MacPherson's influential and

controversial literary collections, Fragments of Ancient Poetry and

Poems of Ossian.  Authenticity is a central theme as Calum blurs the

boundaries between painting, photography, sculpture and electronic

imaging, and ancient stories are told and re-told as viewers reinterpret

Ossianic myth through his work.

Scottish Storytelling Centre 10.00am - 6.00pm, free entry

In partnership with malcolm good art

e malcolm@malcolmgoodart.com

w malcolmgoodart.com 

Tel. 07841 763021



29 October 7.30pm
Saints and Sinners

� Scottish Storytelling Centre
Stories of religion and the religious from Scotland and Ireland with Donald Smith,
George MacPherson, John Fee and Pat Speight.
£8/£6 �

29 October 7.30pm
The Brewing Storm: The Story of the Scottish Witch Hunts

Neidpath Castle
A dramatic telling of the story of the first Scottish Witch trial, by John & Noreen
Hamilton. Part of the Tweed Valley Forest Festival. 
£8 Including a glass of wine Strictly adults only

30 October 2.00pm
Life Stories

� Scottish Storytelling Centre
Memories, experiences, laughter and tears...that's life. With Colin Mackay, Maggie
Fraser and Senga Munro.
£5/£3 �

30 October 6.30pm-8.00pm
Halloween Tales

Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh
Hallowe’en, the time when the veil between worlds is thin! Claire and Fergus
McNicol lead a supernatural tour of chilling tales from around the world while Simon
van der Werd and Margaret Smith provide the haunting music. Don’t forget your
costume! Meet at the West Gate, Arboretum Place.
£7/£5 14+ �

30 October 7.30pm
The Craic and the Crack

� Scottish Storytelling Centre
One night the Irish storytellers met the Scottish storytellers and... With David
Campbell, Grace Banks, Jack Lynch and Pat Speight.
£8/£6 �

31 October 2.00pm-2.30pm
Hallowe’en Stories

Corstorphine Library
Come and hear tales of ghoulies and ghosties and long legged beasties, and things
that go bump in the night. A selection of Hallowe’en tales for under 5s.
FREE 5 and under ���� �

31 October 2.00pm
Life Stories

� Scottish Storytelling Centre
Memories, experiences, laughter and tears... that's life. With John Fee, Len Graham
and Millie Gray.
£5/£3 �

31 October 6.30pm-8.00pm
Halloween Tales

Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh
Hallowe’en, the time when the veil between
worlds is thin! Claire and Fergus McNicol lead a
supernatural tour of chilling tales from around
the world while Simon van der Werd and
Margaret Smith provide the haunting music.
Don’t forget your costume! Meet at the West
Gate, Arboretum Place.
£7/£5 14+ �
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31 October 7.30pm
Stories and Traditions of Hallowe'en

� Scottish Storytelling Centre
This is the night when the two worlds come close. Celebrate Celtic New Year
(Samhain) and the Feast of All-Hallows with Duncan Williamson, George
MacPherson, Marion Kenny and Pat Speight.
£8/£6 �

1 November 2.00pm
Life Stories

� Scottish Storytelling Centre
Memories, experiences, laughter and tears...that's life. With Jack Lynch, Jack
Martin and Noel Cochrane.
£5/£3 �

1 November 5.00pm
Hard Road to Klondike (Rotha Mor an tSaoil)

Filmhouse
Based on Donegal-born Mici Mac Giobhain's (1865-1948) much loved
autobiography Hard Road to Klondike, this award-winning documentary retells Mac
Gioban's epic trek as a migrant worker through Scotland as a tattie howker, then
to America as an exile caught up in the Gold Rush. The film not only provides an
invaluable insight into Irish diaspora at the turn of the century, but explores the
relation between traditional storytelling and filmic narrative. Mici Mac Giobhain's
story is interwoven with archival footage and photos, and interviews with Irish
storyteller and folklore collector, Sean O hEochaidh, who transcribed Mici's
memoirs. Stephen Rea narrates Mici's story. The director Desmond Bell, Chair of
Film Studies at Queen's University, Belfast will introduce the film and take questions
afterwards. Part of REEL 2006. Visit www.filmhousecinema.com for more details.
£5.40/£3.90 or £8.50/£6.50 (includes entry to Across the Water: Music, Migrants

and Song at the Scottish Storytelling Centre. See p10 for details) �

1 November 6.00pm
Alan Bruford Lecture: Trowie Tales
from the Northern Isles

� Scottish Storytelling Centre
The Alan Bruford Memorial Lecture is
sponsored annually by the School of Scottish
Studies Archives. This year it explores the
connections between the fiddle and the trows,
or fairies, of Orkney and Shetland, who were
said to be lovers of music and composers of
tunes. Dr Katherine Campbell lectures in
Ethnomusicology at Celtic and Scottish
Studies, University of Edinburgh.
£5/£3 �

1 November 7.30pm
Across the Water: Music, Migrants and Songs

� Scottish Storytelling Centre
Though they travelled far from home, they took the music with them, and the
songs. With Alison McMorland, Ewan McVicar, Geordie MacIntyre, Len Graham
and Niall de Búrca.
£8.50/£6.50 (includes entry to the screening of The Hard Road to Klondike at

Filmhouse. See p.10 for details) �

1 November 7.30pm
All Hallow’s E’en: An Evening of Ghostly Tales and Songs

Fruitmarket Gallery
From out of the night, between daylight and dark. Storyteller David Campbell and
singer Fiona Ross present an evening of ghostly tales and songs. Funded by Live
Literature Scotland. 
£4/£3 12+ & adults �
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2 November 2.00pm
Life Stories

� Scottish Storytelling Centre
Memories, experiences, laughter and tears...
that's life. With Pat Speight, Marie Louise
Cochrane and Millie Gray.
£5/£3 �

2 November 6.00pm
Across the Water: Myths, Magic and
Folklore

Filmhouse
A selection of Irish and Scottish animation
shorts exploring storytelling through film, from the enchanting Inuit tale of the
Skeleton Woman to the contemporary fable of the Boy with the Ever-Open Jaw.
Part of REEL 2006. 
Visit www.filmhousecinema.com for more details.
£5.40/£3.90 Family Concession £2 per person where there are

3 or more attending the show and at least one person is under 15. 7+ ���� �

2 November 6.00pm
Shaping Lives

� Scottish National Portrait Gallery

What makes a character, a life, a biography? What were the lives behind the
images of a Hume, Boswell, Burns or Carlyle? How have their personalities come
to shape Scottish culture? See the portraits and hear the tales on a story-tour at
the Scottish National Portrait Gallery with Donald Smith. Meet in the main entrance.
FREE �

2 November 7.00pm-8.30pm
Gathering Storms

Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh
The weather bears heavily on human life and imagination. In a time of flood and
drought, upheaval and hurricane, storytellers John & Noreen Hamilton bring stories
of creation and destruction, from the dreamtime and from the real world today.
£7/5 16+ �

2 November 7.30pm
Storytelling Rhythms: Afro-Celtic Night

� Scottish Storytelling Centre
Get in the mood for some new storytelling beats between the continents with
Amadu Khan, Ewan McVicar, Gift Amu Logotse and Niall de Búrca.
£8/£6 �

2 November 7.30pm
Bothan @ the Scottish International Storytelling Festival

� Scottish Storytelling Centre
Aig toiseach bliadhna far am bithear a’ neartachadh cheanglaichean eadar
coimhearsnachd Ghàidhlig Dhùn Èideann is coimhearsnachdan na h-Èireann, tha
Bothan agus òigridh a’ bhaile gur gairm gu oidhche shònraichte luma-làn
sgeulachdan a bheir toileachas dhan a h-uile duine. Come and enjoy a great night
of story with Bothan, one of the capital’s most innovative social and arts clubs.
Adult tellers will be joined by some of the city’s talented young Gaelic speakers.
This event marks the beginning of a year of exchange between Edinburgh and Irish
speaking communities. The event will be held in Gaelic – all welcome.

£4, children free   All ages ���� �

2 November 7.30pm
Village Storytelling Ceilidh

The Village Storytelling Centre
Stories and songs in the cosy atmosphere of The Village Storytelling Centre with
Gerry Durkin, Michael Kerins and Rachel Smillie.
£3/£2 �
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3 November 10.30am-11.30am
Fairy Tales at Sighthill

Sighthill Library
Come along and join Kate on a magical
mystery tour of rhymes and fairy tales. She will
take you and your child on a voyage of
discovery to fairy land including fairy rhymes,
songs and crafts. Her session will encourage
parents and carers to sing with their babies and
children, and to learn together.

FREE Under 5s ���� �

3 November 2.00pm
Life Stories

� Scottish Storytelling Centre
Memories, experiences, laughter and tears...that's life. With Audrey Parks, Colin
McAllister and Mary Kenny.
£5/£3 �

3 November 2.00pm & 3.00pm
Stormbringers

Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh
Horrible hurricanes, blinding blizzards, dreadful drought! Weird, wonderful and
worrying weather is all around us. John & Noreen Hamilton bring a storm of stories
– funny and frightening tales of the sky, the wind, the sun and the rain.

£2 adults  £1 children   8+ ���� �

3 November 5.30pm
Hurting or Healing? Debate followed by screenings of Last in the Line
and Pavee Lackeen: the Traveller Girl

Filmhouse
How are the lives of traditionally marginalised Travellers conveyed through film? Are
these representations authentic, and how can traditional and contemporary
artforms bridge the divide between Travellers and the wider community? Among
the panelists will be John Collins, (storyteller and traditional singer) Jess Smith
(storyteller and author), Sheila Stewart MBE (storyteller, ballad singer and author),
Perry Ogden (director of Pavee Lackeen, Traveller Girl). Chaired by Donald Smith
(Director of the Scottish Storytelling Centre). Part of REEL 2006. 
Visit www.filmhousecinema.com for more details.
£5.40/£3.90 �

3 November 7.30pm
Festival Club at the Waverley

Waverley Bar, St Mary’s Street, Edinburgh
Your chance to join in with a story, a song or some music. Hosted by Duncan
Williamson.
£3 (by donation)

3 November 7.30pm
Tales from an Irish Hearth

� Scottish Storytelling Centre
Around the fire, the tales begin with memories, and the rich humour of the
survivors! With Bisi Adigun, Jack Lynch, Niall de Búrca.
£8/£6 �

4 November 12.30pm-1.30pm
Deacon Brodie's Old Town Tour

Edinburgh World Heritage
Explore the closes and wynds of the Old Town in the company of Deacon Brodie,
and hear the story of his double life. Peep into the murkier side of Old Edinburgh
find out the grisly end of the city’s most notorious criminal. With Robert Howat.
Meet at the Scottish Storytelling Centre. Children must be accompanied by an
adult at all times.
FREE (but ticketed) 6+ (children must be accompanied by a parent at all times) ����
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4 November 12.30pm-2.00pm and 2.30pm-4.00pm
Festival StoryMakers

� Scottish Storytelling Centre
Join storytellers Beth Cross and Jean Edmiston to hear tales inspired by Edinburgh,
help Jean invent new stories for a special Festival hanging and contribute your
favourite stories to Beth’s travelling story quilt. Free art, craft and storytelling for
families.
FREE Families & children 5+ ���� �

4 November 12.45pm, 1.45pm, 2.45pm
Across the Water: Warriors and Heroes

Hawthornden Court, Museum of Scotland
Come along and hear Stuart McHardy tell treasured tales that echo the ancient
historic links between Scotland and Ireland. Drop-in sessions, no need to book.

FREE All Ages ���� �

4 November 1.00pm
Into the West

Filmhouse
When Grandpa Ward arrives one day with a majestic white stallion, the horse takes
an instant shine to his youngest grandson, Ossie and he and his brother decide to
keep it hidden in their tenement flat in Dublin. When the children (and horse) go on
the run, their father, once king of the Travellers, comes to terms with his past and
enlists the help of his old allies in the Traveller community to track down the boys.
Drawing on the Irish myth of Tir na nÓg (‘the land of the young’), this is a heart-
warming tale of magic, adventure, and folklore for all the family. Part of REEL 2006.
Visit www.filmhousecinema.com for more details.
£4.20/£2.70 (Family Concession £2 per person where there are 

3 or more attending the show and at least one person is under 15)   All ages ���� �

4 November 2.30pm
Lord Cockburn's New Town Tour

Edinburgh World Heritage
Explore the New Town in the company of the famous Lord Cockburn, and hear
stories from his life and times. Lord Cockburn’s career as a judge, and man of
letters made him a major personality, and a constant thorn in the side of the town
council. With Colin Mackay. Children must be accompanied by parents at all times.
Meet at Edinburgh World Heritage, 5 Charlotte Square.
FREE (but ticketed) 8+ (children must be accompanied by a parent at all times) ����

4 November 7.00pm
Stories, Stovies and Song

Moyra Jane's
A lively evening of spellbinding Irish stories from Claire McNicol and Niall da Búrca,
vibrant Irish music from Glasgow based Katie Boyle and friends, accompanied by
stovies and a glass of wine – all for £10! What more could you want? In association
with The Village Storytelling Centre.
£10 Adults (accompanied children over 12) �

4 November 7.30pm
Hens' Teeth and Serpents' Eggs

� Scottish Storytelling Centre
Help! Here come the witches, the gossips, the
healers, the rogues and the heroes. With
Jackie Ross, Jess Smith and Kate Corkery.
£8/£6 �

4 November 7.30pm
Festival Club at the Waverley

Waverley Bar, St Mary’s Street, Edinburgh
Your chance to join in with a story, a song or
some music. Hosted by Duncan Williamson.
£3 (by donation)
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5 November 11.30am
Beasts in the Park

Holyrood Park
See the giant granite sculptures, and hear tales of animal magic inspired by Ronald
Rae's exhibition in Holyrood Park. Meet at Lion of Scotland by the Palace car park.

FREE Age 8+ ���� �

5 November 11.00am, 12.00 noon, 1.00pm
Inspiring Capital : Surrounding Landscapes

Hawthornden Court, Museum of Scotland
Join Stuart McHardy for stories of Edinburgh’s surrounding landscape which
inspired our great poets Burns and Ferguson. Then visit the Museum of Scotland’s
roof terrace to take in the view. Drop-in sessions, no need to book.

FREE All ages ���� �

5 November 12.00pm
Royal Mile Story Tour (part 2)

Edinburgh World Heritage
Join the Old Town's own master storyteller John Fee for a stroll down the Mile from
the Netherbow to Holyrood Palace. Hear tales of the characters that once roamed
these streets, and uncover the mysteries of the Old Town. Meet at the Scottish
Storytelling Centre.
FREE (but ticketed)  8+ (children must be accompanied by a parent at all times)

5 November 2.00pm
Trows and Other Tales

� Scottish Storytelling Centre
Gather round and be enchanted by Elma Johnson's tales of Shetland.

£3 ���� �

5 November 4.00pm
Scotland's Travelling People

� Scottish Storytelling Centre
Sheila Stewart on the story of her mother Belle's life, Queen Amang the Heather;
Jess Smith on her new novel, Bruar's Rest, and The Last of the Tinsmiths: The Life
of Willie McPhee by Sheila Douglas.

£5/£3 � �

5 November 7.30pm
Here's a Health to the Company

� Scottish Storytelling Centre
A parting glass in song and story. Scotland and Ireland unite. With contributions
from Colin Mackay, Jack Lynch, John Collins, Kate Corkery, Len Graham, Niall de
Búrca, Pat Ryan, Sheila Stewart and Stanley Robertson.

£8/£6 �
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TRADITIONS AND SKILLS

Storytelling Workshops & CPD

During this year's Festival, the Scottish

Storytelling Centre is offering an extended

programme of training opportunities for

budding and professional storytellers

alike, with workshops, training and

seminar events ranging from 'Step by

Step' for beginners, to 'The Conyach'

masterclass for the more experienced. 

For more information and bookings, contact The Scottish

Storytelling Centre on 0131 556 9579.

Monday 23 October 10.00am - 3.30pm

Storytelling for Excellence with Teresa Grainger, Cathrin

Howells, Senga Munro and Judy Paterson.

Each year the Scottish International Storytelling Festival hosts

an education best practice day. This year's is about the link

between storytelling and creative language development from

P3 - P7. Teresa Grainger is the UK's leading researcher in this

field. Her keynote presentation will be followed by skills

workshops and discussion forums led by Cathrin Howells,

Senga Munro and Judy Paterson. 

£30/£22 includes lunch and refreshments

Saturday 28 October  11.00am - 1.30pm

Storytelling Step by Step with Bea Ferguson

A fun interactive introduction to telling stories and making the

most of your natural skills. £12/£10

Saturday 28 October 2.00pm - 4.30pm

Taking the Next Step with Ruth Kirkpatrick

For those with some experience of storytelling, this workshop

looks at the story in more depth and explores techniques to

heighten and improve your storytelling. Bring a story to work

on! £12/£10

Sunday 29 October  2.00pm - 5.00pm

The Conyach: Traditions Masterclass with Sheila Stewart 

Storytelling masterclass with folk and storytelling legend,

Sheila Stewart - go deeper. £12/£10

Saturday 4 November 10.30am - 5.00pm

The Differences We Share with Bisi Adigun, John Collins,

Amadu Khan, Colin McAllister, Ewan McVicar, Stanley

Robertson, Pat Ryan, Jess Smith and Sheila Stewart.

A day of workshops and talks exploring relations between

Scotland and Ireland - culture, stories, music, histories, song -

crossing barriers and celebrating diversity. £15/£12

Sunday 5 November  2.00pm - 4.30pm

The Shaping Art: Contemporary Masterclass

with Pat Ryan 

Devising programmes, preparing workshops, relating to

organisers, and the modern storyteller's challenges met head

on. £12/£10
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Tel. 0131 556 9579
Email reception@scottishstorytellingcentre.com

www.scottishstorytellingcentre.co.uk

VENUES

Coldstream Library
Gateway Centre, 
Coldstream TD12 4AE   
Tel. 01750 20842

Cousland Smiddy
31 Hadfast Road, Cousland,
Midlothian  EH22 2NZ   
Tel. 0131 663 8118

Corstorphine Library
12 Kirk Loan, EH12 7HD   
Tel. 0131 529 5506

Dean Gallery
73 Belford Road, 
Edinburgh EH4 3DS   
Tel. 0131 624 6428

Edinburgh Zoo
Edinburgh EH12 6TS   
Tel. 0131 314 0350

Edinburgh Castle
Castle Hill, Edinburgh EH1 2NG
Tel. 0131 668 8736

Edinburgh World Heritage
5 Charlotte Square, Edinburgh
EH2 4DR   Tel. 0131 220 7720.
Tickets from the Scottish
Storytelling Centre   
Tel. 0131 556 9579

Eyemouth Primary School
Coldingham Road, 
Eyemouth, TD14 5AN   
Tel. 01750 20842

Filmhouse
88 Lothian Road, 
Edinburgh EH3 9BZ   
Tel. 0131 228 2688 / 2689

Fruitmarket Gallery
45 Market Street, 
Edinburgh EH1 1DF   
Tel. 0131 226 8181

Holyrood Park
Queen's Drive, Edinburgh
Contact the Scottish Storytelling
Centre for enquiries and tickets
Tel. 0131 556 9579

Leith Library
28-30 Ferry Road, 
Edinburgh EH6 4AE   
Tel. 0131 529 5517

MacDonald Road Library
2-4 McDonald Road EH7 4LU
Tel. 0131 529 5517

Moyra Jane’s
18-20 Kildrostan Street,
Pollokshields, Glasgow
Contact The Village for enquiries
and tickets   Tel. 0141 882 3025 

National Library of Scotland
Sandeman House, 55 Trunk’s
Close, Edinburgh EH1 1SR   
Tel. 0131 623 3700 (ext. 3842)
National Museums of Scotland
Chambers Street, 
Edinburgh EH1 1JF   
Tel. 0131 247 4422

Neidpath Castle
Peebles, Tweedale EH45 8NW 
Tel. 01721 725777

North Edinburgh Arts Centre
15a Pennywell Court, 
Edinburgh EH4 4TZ   
Tel. 0131 315 2151

Rainbow Turtle
High Street, 
Linlithgow (opposite the library)   
Tel. 01506 847 935

Royal Botanic Garden
Edinburgh
20a Inverleith Row, 
Edinburgh, EH3 5LR
Contact the Scottish Storytelling
Centre for enquiries and tickets
Tel. 0131 556 9579

Scottish National Portrait
Gallery
1 Queen Street, 
Edinburgh EH2 1JD   
Tel. 0131 624 6410

Scottish Storytelling Centre
43-45 High Street, 
Edinburgh EH1 1SR   
Tel. 0131 556 9579

Stirling Castle
Castle Wynd, Stirling  FK8 1EJ
Tel. 0131 668 8838

Sighthill Library
6 Sighthill Wynd EH11 4BL 
Tel. 0131 529 5569

The Real Mary King's Close
2 Warriston’s Close, Writers’
Court, Edinburgh EH1 1PG   
Tel. 08702 430 160

The Village Storytelling Centre
St. James' Parish Church,
183 Meiklerig Crescent, 
Glasgow G53 5NA   
Tel. 0141 882 3025

Trinity House
99 Kirkgate, Leith,
Edinburgh EH6 6BJ   
Tel. 0131 668 8736

High Street
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Storytelling
Centre
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17th Scottish International

STORYTELLING FESTIVAL
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